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in the beginning of the nineteenth century, the Abbe
Dubois said' (p. 123). 'Says the Abbe Dubois again,
writing in the beginning of the nineteenth century'
(p 179) > while several phrases used in presenting the
other six quotations from the Abbe (pp. 154, 225) call
attention to the period of his writing.

Not only does Natarajan ignore these instances
where Miss Mayo clearly shows her intention not to
mislead ; but in his eagerness to dishonour not only the
American author, but also the French writer, he totally
disregards this important section of Mr. Beauchamp's
preface to the third edition of Dubois, written in 1905,
at which time the book had long been a familiar classic
in India :

... by the Indians themselves the [Dubois's]
^work has been received with universal approval
^and eulogy. The general accuracy of the Abbe's
observations has nowhere been impugned ;  and
every Indian critic of the work has paid a warm
tribute to the Abbe's industry, zeal and impartial-
ity. Perhaps I may quote in conclusion here the
opinion expressed by one of the leading Indian
newspapers, The Hindu, which in the course of a
long review of the book, remarked : It is impos-
sible to run through the immense variety of topics
touched in this exceedingly interesting book ; but
we entirely agree with Mr. Beauchamp in his
opinion that the book is as valuable to-day as it
ever was. It contains a valuable collection of in-
formation on a variety of subjects, including cere-
monies and observances which might pass as trifles
in the eye of many an ordinary person. The Abbess
187